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DARLINGTON REVIEW 

Statement by Member for Kalamunda 

MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [12.52 pm]: Darlington has a long history of local involvement, volunteering 
and support for the arts, sport and community project initiatives. Three community organisations that exemplify 
this are the Darlington Review, the Darlington Arts Festival and the Darlington Sports and Recreation 
Association. The Darlington Review is the longstanding local community magazine published monthly by 
a skilled and committed team of volunteers: Trea Wiltshire, Josephine Jones, Kirsty Carslaw and Chris Durrant. 
The review is supported through advertising and is thus able to allocate funds to other Darlington community 
activities and projects. The committee of the Darlington Arts Festival has just delivered its sixty-fourth annual 
free arts and community event, one of the longest running free community festivals in Western Australia, which 
was first held in 1954. The committee of around 25 people work for 10 months each year, putting together the 
program and sourcing funding, including from Lotterywest. Over 60 volunteers worked on the set-up and staffing 
the various areas of responsibility over the weekend. The cost of the festival has gradually escalated to around 
$120 000. Voluntary labour involved in delivering the festival is estimated to be well over $100 000. The festival 
patron is Ben Joel, the president is Peter Nicholls, the secretary is Chris Pemberton, the treasurers are Len Nielsen 
and Ron Stuurstraat, and the vice president and fundraiser is Geoff Barker. The Darlington Sports and Recreation 
Association was formed in response to nearly 15 years of lobbying and planning by the Darlington community 
to bring the Darlington community pavilion to reality. Stage 1 of the project is nearing completion at a cost of 
just under $625 000. 
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